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SOLIDARITY PARK 

1145. Mr LOGAN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
Will the minister provide the Parliament with details of her intention to create a new reserve at a historic and 
important place near the Parliament for the benefit of the public? 

Ms MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I am very pleased to advise the Parliament that we have commenced the 
creation of a special reserve on the corner of Parliament Place and Havelock Street.  I propose to vest its 
management in a board that will, quite properly, include a representative of Unions WA and of the Parliament.  I 
propose to recommend that in recognition of the central role that unions have played in shaping the Western 
Australian community, that reserve be named Solidarity Park.  In doing so I will be honouring the desire of those 
volunteers who built the Mark Allen memorial, the pergolas and the barbecues, that the facilities remain for the 
use of Western Australians.  This site will acknowledge the sacrifices of ordinary Western Australians in their 
struggle for fair wages and safe working conditions.  It will also be a memorial to those who have died in the 
workplace.  I am sure that this will have the support of both sides of the House because we know that the Leader 
of the Opposition, despite his involvement in the industrial relations debacle that led to the protests that saw the 
workers embassy set up, is now supportive of the union movement.  Members will note that he acknowledged 
that the Liberals were in crisis and he is on record as saying that he is now working very hard to woo the union 
movement to become affiliated with his party.  In his dreams, Mr Speaker! 

We think this is a positive proposal that recognises heritage is not only for the captains, the kings and the elite of 
the community, but also that the life and struggles of ordinary working people need to be remembered in the 
facilities of this State. 

The SPEAKER:  Before I give the call to the next member, I remind ministers of how long this has taken and we 
still have three questions I wish to get through.  There will not be any further supplementary questions.   
 


